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Elizabeth McMurray - Of Mice and Men: Actors in a Play - Steinbeck Studies 15:2 Steinbeck Studies 15.2 (2004) 103-106 Of Mice and Men: Actors in a Play Elizabeth McMurray Click for larger view Figure 1 In Of Mice and Men, Curley's wife thinks she could have "went with shows" (78), but instead performs for all the men on the ranch. In her introduction, she is described as "heavily made up" (31). Much has been written about this enigmatic character who consistently performs any role other than herself. She does not even have a name. Instead, she exists by playing, alternately, wife, temptress, sex object, and dreamer. She "is incapable of conceiving any contact without some sexual context," as Steinbeck wrote to Clare Luce when she played the part on Broadway in 1937, but "...if you knew her, if you could ever break down the thousand little defenses she has built up, you would find a nice person, an honest person, and you would end up by loving her. But such a thing can never happen" (Steinbeck and Wallsten 155). It can never happen because in order to survive, Curley's wife consistently retreats to various roles, masks she dons in Steinbeck's play within a play. Not only Curley's wife, but all the characters in Of Mice and Men play roles in what Steinbeck called his... 
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